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News Release


Mathematics Network Gets a New Leader

November 15, 1999 (Toronto)—Dr. Arvind Gupta of Simon Fraser University has begun his term as Program Leader of MITACS, a federally funded Network of Centres of Excellence (NCE) devoted to industry-university research in the mathematical sciences. 

"Professor Gupta brings to this job a tremendous wealth of new ideas and approaches, as well as the energy and drive to see them through. I think it is a very fortunate nomination for us," said Dr. Jacques Hurtubise, Director of the Centre de recherches mathématiques (CRM).

These new ideas and approaches come from experience in developing innovative approaches to mathematical research: Dr. Gupta was one of the founders of MITACS as well as of the Pacific Institute for the Mathematical Sciences (PIMS). With PIMS, he served as SFU Site Director and Deputy Director from 1996 until May 1999. He was instrumental in the establishment of the highly successful PIMS industrial outreach strategy.

MITACS was launched in October 1998 as a joint project of Canada's three mathematical Institutes, PIMS, CRM and the Fields Institute for Research in Mathematical Sciences. "The leadership Dr. Gupta has shown at PIMS assures me that he is committed to building the relationship among the three institutes in partnership with MITACS," said Fields Institute Director Dr. Don Dawson.

The MITACS network represents a $6M annual investment by Canadian industry and the federal government.  The network consists of 21 research projects addressing key issues in five sectors of the economy that will be crucial for Canada in the next Century: Biomedical, Commercial/Industrial, Information Technology, Trading/Finance, and Manufacturing.

Each project brings together industrial and university scientific expertise from across the country; almost 200 Canadian scientists are participating in MITACS.  A key objective of the network is the training of students. Towards this, more than 150 graduate students and postdoctoral fellows are involved with MITACS projects.


MITACS is one of 15 Networks of Centres of Excellence that span research in science, medicine and the social sciences. NCEs are partnerships among industry, universities and governments designed to develop the economy and improve Canadian quality of life. The NCE program has been operating successfully for ten years. It was made permanent by the federal government in 1997, with an annual budget of $47.4 million. Early this year, it was announced that the NCE Program budget would be increased by $30 million per year over the next three years starting in 1999-2000.

Among the NCEs, MITACS has set up a unique structure that leverages off the three Canadian mathematical sciences research institutes. While the MITACS central office is at the University of Toronto, MITACS boasts regional offices at the CRM in Montréal, Fields (Toronto) and PIMS (Western Canada). MITACS works cooperatively with the institutes to house staff and plan joint activities.

At its inception, MITACS was lead by Dr. Steve Halperin, formerly of the University of Toronto. Dr. Halperin left MITACS for the position of Dean of the College of Computer, Mathematical and Physical Sciences at the University of Maryland, College Park.

"A cross-Canada mathematical research network was a daring scheme, but with Steve Halperin's leadership, it grew from concept to reality," said Brenda Law, MITACS Network Business Manager.

Dr. Don Dawson stepped in as interim program leader while a national search was launched for a permanent replacement to Dr. Halperin. Dr. Gupta was chosen from among the many excellent mathematical scientists from across Canada who were nominated for the position.

Dr. Gupta was seen as an ideal leader with administrative experience matched by a solid scientific background. "His mathematical talents and entrepreneurial skills will be major assets that would allow him to lead the Network successfully into the next phase, " said PIMS Director, Dr. Nassif Ghoussoub.

He was a key player when the current vision of MITACS was formulated and has been serving as a theme leader for the projects in the Commercial/Industrial sector. "Dr. Gupta worked closely with Dr. Halperin and the three institute directors during the development of MITACS. He understands that initial vision and I'm sure he can lead MITACS into the next phase of successful operation," said Brenda Law. 

Dr. Dawson echoed these sentiments, saying that Dr. Gupta "has the vision and energy to bring the potential of MITACS to full fruition."

Dr. Gupta received his Ph.D. in 1991 from the University of Toronto and joined the School of Computing Science at Simon Fraser University, in September of that year. His main research interests are in the areas of combinatorics, optimization, and complexity theory.

"MITACS is a unique opportunity for Canada's mathematical scientists to make key contributions to the country's economy and develop world class research," said Dr. Gupta. "I feel very fortunate to be given the opportunity to work with the Canadian industrial and scientific communities in this endeavour."

Dr. Gupta will remain on the faculty of Simon Fraser University while taking an adjunct position at the University of Toronto, where the MITACS Administrative Head Office is located.

For more information, please contact:

Brenda Law or Sheena Kennedy

MITACS Communications

416-348-9664

mitacs@mitacs.math.ca
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